THE  SECOND  FIVE-YEAR PLAN
of the way in which every new practicable discovery or invention
is adopted by a peasantry which some twenty years ago was
notorious for its backwardness and lack of culture.
It is this use of machinery, the application of science, and the
growing Socialist consciousness and culture of the peasant masses
which has produced such excellent results in 1937, in spite of by
no means exceptionally favourable meteorological conditions and
the wrecking attempts by a few traitors here and there. In good
pre-war years the yield of the grain harvest was from 4 to 5 milliard
poods, but the yield in 1937 was about 6*8 milliard poods.
The increase in yield of the industrial plants has been even more
marked. Thus in 1936 the yield of raw cotton was 23,900,000
centners as compared with 7,400,000 centners in 1913. The U.S.S.R.
now takes first place in Europe and third in the world in regard
to output of cotton, and the Soviet cotton industry now uses
exclusively Soviet raw cotton, whereas in 1913 Russia imported
6,400,000 centners of raw cotton. Similarly, the yield of flax fibre
in the U.S.S.R. in 1936 was 5,300,000 centners as compared with
3,300,000 centners in 1913, and the yield of sugar-beet was
206,400,000 centners in 1937 and 109,000,000 centners in 1913.
The U.S.S.R. now takes first place in the world in the producton
of flax and sugar-beet.
The Stakhanovites of agriculture in some cases have even estab-
lished world records; for instance, the Soviet Press of December 3,
1937, reported that in 1929 a record harvest of sugar-beet was
gathered by a farmer, Mr. Holmes, in California, when he obtained
948 centners of sugar-beet per hectare on an area of 22 hectares.
But this record was beaten in 1936 by the Stakhanovites E. Sidoruk
of the "Twelve Years of October" Kolkhoz (Vinnitsa Province)
and Otorbaeva of the "Third International" Kolkhoz (Kirghiz),
who obtained 1,170 to 1,196 centners per hectare, whilst S. Uten-
bergenov from the Lenin Kolkhoz in Kazakhstan obtained 1,410
.centners per hectare. In 1937 Otorbaeva and her field section
obtained 1,800 centners per hectare.
Again, as regards cotton, up to 1934 the world record harvest
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